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7) K Claim(s) 5 is/are objected to. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "820a" and "830a" have both been used to designate 
connection links in Figure 3. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 

1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be 
notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 
description: elements 520 and 520a are not shown in Figure 4. Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner. 
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the applicant will be notified and infornned of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Paragraph 0031 , line 2, "comfiguration" should be changed to 
-configuration-. 

b. Paragraph 0048, line 1, "simply" should be changed to -simple-. 

c. Paragraph 0070, line 1 , "instrument to pressurize" should be changed to 
read -instrument is used to pressurize-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 1 ,2 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 1, line 5, "moving forward and backward a therapy director" should 
be changed to read -moves forward and backward, a therapy director-. 

b. Claim 2, line 1 is claiming dependence on Claim 2. 

c. Claim 8 lacks antecedent basis for "the thermotherapy system". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

7. Claim 3 recites the limitation "by covering with a leather" in line 11 of the claim. 
What are you covering with leather? It is unclear exactly what is covered with leather. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. Jotin Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

10. Claims 1,2,4,8 and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kim (U.S. Patent No. 6656138) in view of Lloyd (U.S. Patent No. 
6431086). 

a. In regards to Claim 1 , Kim discloses a personal thermotherapy instrument 
attached to a frame comprising "an upper therapy mat on which a spinal 
corrector moving fonward and backward a therapy director having a roller or 
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pressure bead type shape member is installed, and a lower therapy mat on which 
a foot pressure plate is installed" (See Kim column 3, lines 22-35). Kim does not 
disclose "a collapsible folding type frame fastened and fixed as one body to a 
lower part of the thermotherapy instrument". Attention is directed to the Lloyd 
reference, which provides a pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy 
bed, discloses a collapsible frame (See Lloyd Figure 1; see also column 2, lines 
28-38). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the device of Kim with the teaching of Lloyd to provide an 
easily storable thermotherapy instrument. 

b. In regards to Claim 2. Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 1 Rejection). Kim further discloses "a 
separation unit to externally expose the spinal corrector and the foot pressure 
plate provided on the folding type frame" (See Kim column 3, lines 19-35). 

c. In regards to Claim 4, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 1 Rejection). Kim does not disclose "a 
middle frame" and "an upper and a lower frame". Attention is directed the Lloyd 
reference which provides a pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy 
table, discloses a collapsible frame containing upper, middle and lower frames 
(See Lloyd Figure 2, elements 22, 24 and 36; see also column 2, lines 28-65). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the device of Kim with the teaching of Lloyd to provide a more 
structurally stable personal thermotherapy instrument. 
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d. In regards to Claim 8, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 4 Rejection). Kim does not disclose, "the 
middle frame and the fold legs are provided with a connection link there 
between". Attention is directed to the Lloyd reference, which provides a pertinent 
solution to providing a portable therapy table, discloses a connection link 
between the middle frame and the fold legs (See Lloyd Figure 2; see also column 
2, line 66 --column 3. line 31). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device of Kim with the teaching 
of Lloyd to provide a more structurally stable personal thermotherapy instrument. 

e. In regards to Claim 10, Kim discloses a personal thermotherapy 
instrument comprising first and second therapy components (See Kim Figure 3, 
elements 300 and 400; see also column 3, lines 19-35). Kim does not disclose "a 
folding part and first and second frames rotatably connected to the folding part 
and moving between a folding state and an unfolded state with respect to the 
folding part". Attention is directed to the Lloyd reference which provides a 
pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy table, discloses a collapsible 
frame containing first and second frames (See Lloyd Figure 1, elements 22 and 
24; see also column 2, lines 28-38). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device of Kim 
with the teaching of Lloyd to provide an easily storable thermotherapy instrument. 

f. In regards to Claim 1 1 , Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 10 Rejection). Kim further discloses, "the 
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first and second therapy component are a spinal corrector and a foot pressure 
plate" (See Kim Figure 3, elements 300 and 400; see also column 3, lines 19-35). 
g. In regards to Claim 12, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 10 Rejection). Kim does not disclose "the 
first and second frames comprise first and second legs rotatably mounted on the 
first and second frames, respectively, and moving between first and second 
positions when the first and second frames move between the folding state and 
the unfolded state". Attention is directed to the Lloyd reference which provides a 
pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy table, discloses a collapsible 
frame containing first and second frames comprising first and second legs 
rotatably mounted (See Lloyd column 2, lines 28-38 and column 3, lines 26-31). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the device of Kim with the teaching of Lloyd to provide an 
easily storable thermotherapy instrument. 
11. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kim (U.S. 
Patent No. 6656138) in view of Lloyd (U.S. Patent No. 6431086) as applied to claim 2 
above, and further in view of Grady et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5974979). 

In regards to Claim 3. Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal thermotherapy 
instrument (See Claim 2 Rejection). Kim further discloses "first assemblies having a 
base plate", "middle assemblies each provided with electric field parts to cover the 
spinal corrector and the foot pressure plate" and "second assemblies combined as one 
body with an upper part of the middle assemblies" (See below Kim Figures 1 and 6a). 
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Kim does not disclose "by covering with a leather, a surface of urethane". Attention is 
directed to the Grady et al. reference, which provides a pertinent solution to providing a 
portable therapy table, discloses the use of leather to cover the top section (See Grady 
et al. column 5, lines 52-59). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to modify the device of Kim in view of Lloyd with the 
teaching of Grady et al. to provide an adequate covering for a personal thermotherapy 
device. 



Middle 
Assembly 




First 
Assembly 



FIG. 1 
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12. Claims 6,7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kim (U.S. Patent No. 6656138) in view of Lloyd (U.S. Patent No. 6431086) as 
applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Grant (U.S. Patent No. 5283919). 
a. In regards to Claim 6, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a thermotherapy 
instrument (See Claim 4 Rejection). Kim in view of Lloyd does not discloses "a 
stop pin" and "a stop hook". Attention is directed to the Grant reference, which 
provides a pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy table, discloses a pin 
and hook lock on a collapsible patient bed (See below Grant Figure 2). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the device of Kim in view of Lloyd with the teaching of Grant to provide an 
adequate locking means to prevent unintentional unfolding the thermotherapy 
instrument. 
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PIG 2 

b. In regards to Claim 7, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 4 Rejection), Kim in view of Lloyd does not 
discloses, "the folding part is provided with a hand danger preventing plate 
formed on an outer side". Attention is directed to the Grant reference, which 
provides a pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy table, discloses 
handles that prevent hand dangers (See Grant column 5, lines 16-32). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
modify the device of Kim in view of Lloyd with the teaching of Grant to provide a 
handle means to prevent unintentional hand dangers when folding or unfolding 
the thermotherapy instrument. 

c. In regards to Claim 9, Kim in view of Lloyd discloses a personal 
thermotherapy instrument (See Claim 4 Rejection). Kim in view of Lloyd does not 
discloses, "the hand danger preventing plate and the folding part are provided 
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with an insertion flute formed in a side tliereof, and the insertion flute has an 
insertion of a folding preventing part". Attention is directed to the Grant reference, 
which provides a pertinent solution to providing a portable therapy table, 
discloses a stop plate and a locking means to prevent unintentional folding (See 
Grant column 3, line 45 - column 4, line 10). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the device of Kim 
in view of Lloyd with the teaching of Grant to provide a means to prevent 
unintentional folding of the thermotherapy instrument. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
13. Claims 5 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kenneth C. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8161. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
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information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . 



KCW 
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